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Educating Critically is a new center for anti-oppression action developed by Drs. Andrea Bien and Laura M. Jiménez and located within the BU 
Wheelock College of Education & Human Development.  As part of our commitment to collaborating with practitioners doing The Work to disrupt 
the status quo and create safe, inclusive, anti-oppressive teaching & learning experiences, we proudly present the first annual Winter Holiday Break 
Books For Kids list.  
 
We know you have many book lists to consult these days, so thank you for choosing ours. This book list was compiled by students in Dr. Jimenez’s 
Children’s Literature in Education graduate class with the cooperation of Allie J. Bruce, a BU Wheelock doctoral student. This list is not an 
exhaustive list; however, the work we feature here includes examples of books written by marginalized authors about their histories, communities, 
and lived experiences. Many of these books have been challenged recently in communities that fear learning about history and people. 
Additionally, these books were deemed “most readable” by elementary, middle, and high school teachers and students. 
 

List compiled by Sarah Benham, Allyssa Carson, Y. Genesis Chalas, Clara Greszczuk, Melanie Gragg, Sarah Riley, Courtney Maher 
 
 

Books for Black Joy and Triumph 

Title  Author(s) & Illustrators  Summary 
 

Blackout  Dhonielle Clayton, Tiffany D. 
Jackson, Nic Stone, Angie 
Thomas, Ashley Woodfolk, 
and Nicola Yoon 

The book follows six interlinked stories about Black teen love during a power 
outage in New York City 
 
 
 
 
 
Middle school and YA  
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Books for Black Joy and Triumph 

Title  Author(s) & Illustrators  Summary 
 

Black Boy Joy: 17 
Stories Celebrating 
Black Boyhood 

Kwame Bbalia (editor)  Celebrate the joys of Black boyhood with stories from seventeen bestselling, 
critically acclaimed Black authors—including Jason Reynolds, Jerry Craft, and 
Kwame Mbalia! 

 

Way to Make 
Sunshine  
 
Series  

Renée Watson 
 
 
Authors to follow 

Ryan Hart has a lot on her mind--school, self-image, and especially family. Her dad 
finally has a new job, but money is tight. That means some changes, like selling 
their second car and moving into a new (old) house. But Ryan is a girl who knows 
how to make sunshine out of setbacks. As her brother says when he raps about 
her, she's got the talent that matters most: it's a talent that can't be seen, she's nice, 
not mean!  

  

Antiracist Baby Ibram X. Kendi and Ashley 
Lukashevsky  

With bold art and thoughtful yet playful text, this award winning picturebook 
introduces young readers and their grown-ups to the concept and power of 
antiracism.   
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Books for Black Joy and Triumph 

Title  Author(s) & Illustrators  Summary 
 

Crown: An Ode to 
the Fresh Cut  

Derrick Barnes and Gordon C. 
James 

“ This is a picturebook and a poem about how it feels to have a fresh haircut” 

 

Dragons In a Bag  
 
 
Series  

Zetta Elliot  
 
 
Authors to follow 

“When his mother goes to court to challenge an eviction notice, she leaves Jaxon 
with a strange lady called Ma. Jax soon learns that Ma is keeping secrets. She isn’t 
actually his grandmother—she’s a witch! Ma’s last task before retirement is to 
transport three dragons from Madagascar to another realm where magic still thrives. 
But what does a boy from Brooklyn know about magic? 
(Elementary, series) 

 
 

Click to order 

Whoosh! Lonnie 
Johnson's Super-
Soaking Stream of 
Inventions 

Chris Barton  “Celebrate the inventor of the Super Soaker in this inspiring picture book biography 
about Lonnie Johnson, the maker behind one of the world's favorite toys. 
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Books for Black Joy and Triumph 

Title  Author(s) & Illustrators  Summary 
 

Kinda Like Brothers  Coe Booth 
 

“It was one thing when Jarrett's mom took care of foster babies who needed help. 
But this time it's different. This time the baby who needs help has an older brother -
- a kid Jarrett's age named Kevon. Everyone thinks Jarrett and Kevon should be 
friends -- but that's not gonna happen. Not when Kevon's acting like he's better than 
Jarrett -- and not when Jarrett finds out Kevon's keeping some major secrets. Jarrett 
doesn't think it's fair that he has to share his room, his friends, and his life with 
some stranger.” 
  

Sulwe Lupita Nyong’o and Vashti 
Harrison   

“Sulwe has skin the color of midnight. She is darker than everyone in her family. 
She is darker than anyone in her school. Sulwe just wants to be beautiful and bright, 
like her mother and sister. Then a magical journey in the night sky opens her eyes 
and changes everything.”  

  

Hair Love by   Matthew Cherry and Vashti 
Harrison 

“Zuri's hair has a mind of its own. It kinks, coils, and curls every which way. Zuri 
knows it's beautiful. When Daddy steps in to style it for an extra special occasion, 
he has a lot to learn. But he LOVES his Zuri, and he'll do anything to make her -- 
and her hair -- happy.” 

 

I Am Enough   Grace Byers 
and Keturah A. Bobo 

This gorgeous, lyrical ode to loving who you are, respecting others, and being kind 
to one another. 
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Books for Black Joy and Triumph 

Title  Author(s) & Illustrators  Summary 
 

Piecing Me 
Together  
 
 

Renée Watson 
 
 
Author to follow 

Jade believes she must get out of her poor neighborhood if she's ever going to 
succeed. Her mother tells her to take advantage of every opportunity that comes her 
way. And Jade has: every day she rides the bus away from her friends and to the 
private school where she feels like an outsider, but where she has plenty of 
opportunities. But some opportunities she doesn't really welcome. Her mentor may 
be Black and a graduate from the same high school but that doesn't mean she 
understands where Jade is coming from. She's tired of being singled out as someone 
who needs help, someone people want to fix. 

 
 

 

LGBTQIA+ In the World 

Title  Author(s) & Illustrators  Summary 
 

Nubia: Real One L.L. McKinney and Robyn 
Smith  

Nubia has always been a little bit...different. As a baby she showcased Amazonian-
like strength by pushing over a tree to rescue her neighbor's cat. But despite her 
having similar abilities, the world has no problem telling her that she's no Wonder 
Woman. And even if she were, they wouldn't want her. Every time she comes to the 
rescue, she's reminded of how people see her: as a threat. Her moms do their best to 
keep her safe, but Nubia can't deny the fire within her, even if she's a little awkward 
about it sometimes.   

  

When Aiden 
Became a Brother  
  

Kyle Lukoff and Kaylani 
Juanita  
 
Author to follow 

“When Aidan was born, everyone thought he was a girl. His parents gave him a 
pretty name, his room looked like a girl's room, and he wore clothes that other girls 
liked wearing. After he realized he was a trans boy, Aidan and his parents fixed the 
parts of his life that didn't fit anymore, and he settled happily into his new life.”  
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LGBTQIA+ In the World 

Title  Author(s) & Illustrators  Summary 
 

And Tango Makes 
Three 

Justin Richardson, Peter 
Parnell, and Harry Cole 

At the penguin house at the Central Park Zoo, two penguins named Roy and Silo 
were a little bit different from the others. But their desire for a family was the same. 
And with the help of a kindly zookeeper, Roy and Silo got the chance to welcome a 
baby penguin of their very own.    

The Family Book  Todd Parr The Family Book celebrates the love we feel for our families and all the different 
varieties they come in. Whether you have two moms or two dads, a big family or a 
small family, a clean family or a messy one, Todd Parr assures readers that no 
matter what kind of family you have, every family is special in its own unique way. 

  

Harriet Gets Carried 
Away 

Jessie Sima  “Harriet dons her special penguin errand-running costume and sets out to find the 
perfect party hats, she finds something else instead—real penguins! Harriet 
gets carried away with the flock. She may look like a penguin, but she’s not so sure 
she belongs in the arctic. Can Harriet manage her way back to her dads (and the 
party hats!) in time for her special day?”  

  

Prince and Knight  Daniel Haack and Stevie 
Lewis 

While they were away, a terrible dragon threatened their land, and all the soldiers 
fled. The prince rushed back to save his kingdom from the perilous beast and was 
met by a brave knight in a suit of brightly shining armor. Together they fought the 
dragon and discovered that special something the prince was looking for all along.   
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LGBTQIA+ In the World 

Title  Author(s) & Illustrators  Summary 
 

Too Bright to See   Kyle Lukoff 
 
 
Author to follow 

It's the summer before middle school and eleven-year-old Bug's best friend Moira 
has decided the two of them need to use the next few months to prepare. Bug 
doesn't particularly want to spend more time trying to understand how to be a girl. 
Bug begins to untangle the mystery of who the ghost who is haunting her old 
Vermont house is and what they're trying to say, an altogether different truth comes 
to light--Bug is transgender.  

  

They Both Die in 
the End 

Adam Silvera  
 
 
 
Author to follow 

Mateo and Rufus are total strangers, but, for different reasons, they’re both looking to 
make a new friend on their End Day. The good news: There’s an app for that. It’s called 
the Last Friend, and through it, Rufus and Mateo are about to meet up for one last great 
adventure—to live a lifetime in a single day. 

(YA, 8-12th grade)  

  
  

What are Your 
Words 

Katherine Locke and Anne 
Passchier 

“Follow Ari through their neighborhood as they try to find their words in this sweet, 
accessible introduction to gender-inclusive pronouns that is perfect for readers of all 
ages.”  
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LGBTQIA+ In the World 

Title  Author(s) & Illustrators  Summary 
 

Ivy Aberdeen’s 
Letter to the World  

Ashley Herring Blake  “In the wake of a destructive tornado, one girl develops feelings for another in this 
stunning, tender novel about emerging identity.” 

  

Mellissa Alex Gino  
 
 
Author to follow 

When people look at Melissa, they think they see a boy named George. But she 
knows she's not a boy. She knows she's a girl. 
Melissa thinks she'll have to keep this a secret forever. Then her teacher announces 
that their class play is going to be Charlotte's Web. Melissa really, really, REALLY 
wants to play Charlotte. But the teacher says she can't even try out for the part... 
because she's a boy.  

  
 
 

Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders 

Title  Author(s) & Illustrators  Summary 
 

Amy Wu and the Perfect 
Bao 
 
Series 

Kat Zhang and Charlene 
Chua 

Amy loves to make bao with her family. But it takes skill to make the bao taste 
and look delicious. And her bao keep coming out all wrong. Then she has an idea 
that may give her a second chance…Will Amy ever make the perfect bao? 
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Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders 

Title  Author(s) & Illustrators  Summary 
 

Hot, Hot Roti for Dada 
Ji 

Farhana Zia and Ken Min Overflowing with family, food, and a tall stack of fun this book is sure to warm the 
heart and tickle the tummy. A fun way for children to learn about the cultural 
traditions and foods of India to be enjoyed by the whole family. Aneel's 
grandparents have come to stay, all the way from India. Aneel loves the sweet 
smell of his grandmother's incense, and his grandfather, Dada-ji, tells the world's 
best stories. 

 

The Whole Story of Half 
a Girl  

Veera Hiranandani After her father loses his job, Sonia Nadhamuni, half Indian and half Jewish 
American, finds herself yanked out of private school and thrown into the 
unfamiliar world of public education. For the first time, Sonia's mixed heritage 
makes her classmates ask questions—questions Sonia doesn't always know how to 
answer—as she navigates between a group of popular girls who want her to try out 
for the cheerleading squad and other students who aren't part of the "in" crowd. 

 

The Name Jar  Yangsook Choi Being the new kid in school is hard enough, but what happens when nobody can 
pronounce your name? Having just moved from Korea, Unhei is anxious about 
fitting in. So instead of introducing herself on the first day of school, she decides 
to choose an American name from a glass jar. But while Unhei thinks of being a 
Suzy, Laura, or Amanda, nothing feels right. With the help of a new friend, Unhei 
will learn that the best name is her own.  
 

 

The True Story of Jadav 
Payeng: The Boy Who 
Grew a Forest 

Sophia Gholz and Kayla 
Harren  

As a boy, Jadav Payeng was distressed by the destruction deforestation and erosion 
was causing on his island home in India's Brahmaputra River. So he began 
planting trees. What began as a small thicket of bamboo, grew over the years into 
1,300 acre forest filled with native plants and animals. The Boy Who Grew a 
Forest tells the inspiring true story of Payeng--and reminds us all of the difference 
a single person with a big idea can make.  
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Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders 

Title  Author(s) & Illustrators  Summary 
 

The Most Beautiful 
Thing  

Kao Kalia Yang and 
Rachel Wada 

Young Kalia has never known life beyond the fences of the Ban Vinai Refugee 
Camp. The Thai camp holds many thousands of Hmong families who fled in the 
aftermath of the little-known Secret War in Laos that was waged during America's 
Vietnam War. For Kalia and her cousins, life isn't always easy, but they still find 
ways to play, racing with chickens and riding a beloved pet dog. 

 

The Shark King R. Kikuo Johnson From Hawaii comes the electrifying tale of Nanaue, who has to balance his 
yearning for Dad's guidance with his desire for Mom's nurturing. The New 
York Times declares this book "especially appealing to boys who long to be just 
like Dad." 
 
 

 

Little White Duck: A 
Childhood in China 

Andres Vera Martinez and 
Na Liu 

The world is changing for two girls in China in the 1970s. Da Qin―Big 
Piano―and her younger sister, Xiao Qin―Little Piano―live in the city of Wuhan 
with their parents. For decades, China's government had kept the country separated 
from the rest of the world. When their country's leader, Chairman Mao, dies, new 
opportunities begin to emerge. Da Qin and Xiao Qin soon learn that their 
childhood will be much different than the upbringing their parents experienced. 
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Latinx in KidLit  

Title  Author(s) & Illustrators  Summary 
 

Dreamers Yuyi Morales 
 
 
Author to follow 

Yuyi Morales brought her hopes, her passion, her strength, and her stories with 
her, when she came to the United States in 1994 with her infant son. She left 
behind nearly everything she owned, but she didn't come empty-handed. 

 

Your Mama NoNieqa Ramos and 
Jacqueline Alcántara 

Yo’ mama so sweet, she could be a bakery. She dresses so fine, she could have 
a clothing line. And, even when you mess up, she’s so forgiving, she lets you keep 
on living. Heartwarming and richly imagined, Your Mama twists an old joke into a 
point of pride that honors the love, hard work, and dedication of mamas 
everywhere. 
  

Thousand White 
Butterflies  

Jessica Betancourt-Perezz 
and Karen Lynn Williams 

Isabella has recently arrived from Colombia with her mother and abuela. She 
misses Papa, who is still in South America. It's her first day of school, her make-
new-friends day, but when classes are canceled because of too much snow, 
Isabella misses warm, green, Colombia more than ever. Then Isabella meets Katie 
and finds out that making friends in the cold is easier than she thought!  

With the Fire on High Elizabeth Acevedo  
 
 
Author to follow 

Ever since she got pregnant freshman year, Emoni Santiago’s life has been about 
making the tough decisions—doing what has to be done for her daughter and her 
abuela. The one place she can let all that go is in the kitchen, where she adds a 
little something magical to everything she cooks, turning her food into straight-up 
goodness. 
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Latinx in KidLit  

Title  Author(s) & Illustrators  Summary 
 

Islandborn Junot Diaz and Leo 
Espinosa 

Every kid in Lola's school was from somewhere else. 
Hers was a school of faraway places. 
When Lola's teacher asks the students to draw a picture of where their families 
immigrated from, all the kids are excited. Except Lola. She can't remember The 
Island—she left when she was just a baby. But with the help of her family and 
friends, and their memories—joyous, fantastical, heartbreaking, and frightening—
Lola's imagination takes her on an extraordinary journey back to The Island.   

 

Lowriders in Space 
 
 
Series 

Cathy Camper and Raul 
the Third 
 
 
Authors to follow 

Lupe Impala, El Chavo Flapjack, and Elirio Malaria love working with cars. But 
the team's favorite cars of all are lowriders—cars that hip and hop, dip and drop, 
go low and slow, bajito y suavecito. The stars align when a contest for the best car 
around offers a prize of a trunkful of cash—just what the team needs to open their 
own shop! ¡Ay chihuahua! What will it take to transform a junker into the best car 
in the universe?  

 

Bright Star Yuyi Morales 
 
 
Author to follow 

With the combination of powerful, spare language and sumptuous, complex 
imagery characteristic of her work, Yuyi Morales weaves the tale of a fawn 
making her way through a landscape that is dangerous, beautiful—and full of 
potential.  A gentle voice urges her onward, to face her fears and challenge the 
obstacles that seek to hold her back. 
  

Alma and How She Got 
Her Name 

Juana Martinez-Neal 
 
Author to follow 

If you ask her, Alma Sofia Esperanza José Pura Candela has way too many names. 
Alma turns to Daddy for an answer and learns her very long name might be a 
perfect fit after all. She realizes that she will one day have her own story to tell.  
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Latinx in KidLit  

Title  Author(s) & Illustrators  Summary 
 

My Papi Has a 
Motorcycle 

Isabel Quintero and Zeke 
Peña 
 
Authors to follow 

When Daisy Ramona zooms around her neighborhood with her papi on his 
motorcycle, she sees the people and places she's always known. She also sees a 
community that is rapidly changing around her. But as the sun sets purple-blue-
gold behind Daisy Ramona and her papi, she knows that the love she feels will 
always be there.  

 
 

Books That Are More Than You Think They Are  

Title  Author(s) & Illustrators  Summary 
 

Carboard Kingdom  
 
 
Series 

Chad Sell Welcome to a neighborhood of kids who transform ordinary boxes into colorful 
costumes, and their ordinary block into cardboard kingdom. This is the summer when 
sixteen kids encounter knights and rogues, robots and monsters--and their own inner 
demons--on one last quest before school starts again. 
 
In the Cardboard Kingdom, you can be anything you want to be--imagine that! 
 

 

Parker Inheritance  Varian Johnson 
 
 
Author to follow 

When Candice finds a letter in an old attic in Lambert, South Carolina, she isn't sure 
she should read it. It's addressed to her grandmother, who left the town in shame. 
But the letter an injustice that happened decades ago, leading to a mysterious 
fortune that awaits the person who solves the puzzle. So with the help of Brandon, 
the quiet boy across the street, she begins to decipher the clues. The challenge will 
lead them deep into Lambert's history, full of ugly deeds, forgotten heroes, and one 
great love. Can they find the fortune and fulfill the letter's promise before the 
answers slip into the past yet again?  
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Books That Are More Than You Think They Are  

Title  Author(s) & Illustrators  Summary 
 

Yaqui Delgado 
Wants to Kick Your 
Ass 
 

Meg Medina 
 
 
Author to follow 

One morning before school, some girl tells Piddy Sanchez that Yaqui Delgado hates 
her and wants to kick her ass. Piddy doesn’t even know who Yaqui is, never mind 
what she’s done to piss her off. Word is that Yaqui thinks Piddy is stuck-up, shakes 
her stuff when she walks, and isn’t Latin enough with her white skin, good grades, 
and no accent. As the harassment escalates, avoiding Yaqui and her gang starts to 
take over Piddy’s life. Is there any way for Piddy to survive without closing herself 
off or running away? In an all-too-realistic novel, Meg Medina portrays a 
sympathetic heroine who is forced to decide who she really is.  

LumberJanes Vol 1 
 
 
Series 

Noelle Stevenson, Grace Ellis, 
and Brooke Allen  

Friendship to the max! Jo, April, Mal, Molly and Ripley are five best pals 
determined to have an awesome summer together...and they’re not gonna let any 
insane quest or an array of supernatural critters get in their way! Not only is it the 
second title launching in our new BOOM! Box imprint but LUMBERJANES is one 
of those punk rock, love-everything-about-it stories that appeals to fans of basically 
all excellent things. It’s Buffy the Vampire Slayer meets Gravity Falls and features 
five butt-kicking, rad teenage girls wailing on monsters and solving a mystery with 
the whole world at stake.  

 

Show Me a Sign  
 
Series 

Ann Clare LeZotte A riveting story inspired by the true history of a thriving deaf community on 
Martha's Vineyard in the early 19th century. This piercing exploration of ableism, 
racism, and colonialism will inspire readers to examine core beliefs and question 
what is considered normal. 
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Books That Are More Than You Think They Are  

Title  Author(s) & Illustrators  Summary 
 

Last Night at the 
Telegraph Club 

Malinda Lo Seventeen-year-old Lily Hu can’t remember exactly when the question took root, 
but the answer was in full bloom the moment she and Kathleen Miller walked under 
the flashing neon sign of a lesbian bar called the Telegraph Club. 
 

 

The Marrow 
Thieves  

Cherie Dimaline Just when you think you have nothing left to lose, they come for your dreams. 
Humanity has nearly destroyed its world through global warming, but now an even 
greater evil lurks. The Indigenous people of North America are being hunted and 
harvested for their bone marrow, which carries the key to recovering something the 
rest of the population has lost: the ability to dream. In this dark world, Frenchie and 
his companions struggle to survive as they make their way up north to the old lands. 
For now, survival means staying hidden - but what they don't know is that one of 
them holds the secret to defeating the marrow thieves.  
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Hidden Histories 

Title  Author(s) & Illustrators  Summary 
 

They Called Us 
Enemy 

George Takei and Justin 
Eisinger 
 

Long before he braved new frontiers in Star Trek, George Takei woke up as a four-
year-old boy to find his own birth country at war with his father's and their entire 
family forced from their home. In 1942, at the order of President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, every person of Japanese descent on the west coast was rounded up and 
shipped to one of ten "relocation centers," hundreds or thousands of miles from 
home, where they would be held for years under armed guard. 
 

 

Displacement Kiku Hughes Kiku is on vacation in San Francisco when suddenly she finds herself displaced to 
the 1940s Japanese-American internment camp that her late grandmother, 
Ernestina, was forcibly relocated to during World War II. These displacements keep 
occurring until Kiku finds herself "stuck" back in time. Living alongside her young 
grandmother and other Japanese-American citizens in internment camps, Kiku gets 
the education she never received in history class. She witnesses the lives of 
Japanese-Americans who were denied their civil liberties and suffered greatly, but 
managed to cultivate community and commit acts of resistance in order to survive.  

When Stars are 
Scattered 

Victoria Jamieson and Omar 
Mohamed 

Omar and his younger brother, Hassan, have spent most of their lives in Dadaab, a 
refugee camp in Kenya. Life is hard there: never enough food, achingly dull, and 
without access to the medical care Omar knows his nonverbal brother needs. So 
when Omar has the opportunity to go to school, he knows it might be a chance to 
change their future . . . but it would also mean leaving his brother, the only family 
member he has left, every day. 
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Hidden Histories 

Title  Author(s) & Illustrators  Summary 
 

Born on the Water Nikole Hannah-Jones and 
Renée Watson 
 
Author to follow 

A young student receives a family tree assignment in school, but she can only trace 
back three generations. Grandma gathers the whole family, and the student learns 
that 400 years ago, in 1619, their ancestors were stolen and brought to America by 
white slave traders. But before that, they had a home, a land, a language. She learns 
how the people said to be born on the water survived. 

 

Mary Blair’s Unique 
Flair: The Girl Who 
Became One of 
Disney’s Legends 

Amy Novesky and Brittney 
Lee 

Even as a child, Mary Blair loved color, and all she wanted to do was to make art. 
But becoming an artist wasn't easy. Her parents worked hard to provide her paper 
and paints, and Mary worked hard to enter contests and earn a spot at a school for 
the arts. She even had to work hard to find her place at the Walt Disney Studios. 
She collected colors and used them in her concept art for Cinderella, Alice in 
Wonderland, and Peter Pan, and even the It's a Small World attraction at 
Disneyland.   

She Was the FIRST! Katheryn Russell-Brown  
 

In 1964, Shirley took her voice and leadership to politics, becoming the first Black 
woman elected to the New York State Assembly, and in 1968, the first Black 
woman elected to Congress. Then in 1972, she became the first Black woman to 
seek the presidency of the United States. She pushed for laws that helped women, 
children, students, poor people, farm workers, Native people, and others who were 
often ignored. She fought for healthcare. She spoke up for military veterans. She 
spoke out against war.  

Separate is Never 
Equal: Sylvia 
Mendez & Her 
Family’s Fight for 
Desegregation 

Duncan Tonatiuh 
 
Author to follow 

When her family moved to the town of Westminster, California, young Sylvia 
Mendez was excited about enrolling in her neighborhood school. But she and her 
brothers were turned away and told they had to attend the Mexican school instead. 
Sylvia could not understand why—she was an American citizen who spoke perfect 
English. Why were the children of Mexican families forced to attend a separate 
school? Unable to get a satisfactory answer from the school board, the Mendez 
family decided to take matters into its own hands and organize a lawsuit.  
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Hidden Histories 

Title  Author(s) & Illustrators  Summary 
 

I am Not a Number Jenny Kay Dupuis and Gillian 
Newland 

When eight-year-old Irene is removed from her First Nations family to live in a 
residential school she is confused, frightened, and terribly homesick. She tries to 
remember who she is and where she came from, despite the efforts of the nuns who 
are in charge at the school and who tell her that she is not to use her own name but 
instead use the number they have assigned to her. When she goes home for summer 
holidays, Irene's parents decide never to send her and her brothers away again. But 
where will they hide? And what will happen when her parents disobey the law?  

When We Were 
Alone 

David A Robertson and Julie 
Flett 
 
Author to follow 

A young girl notices things about her grandmother that make her curious. Why does 
her grandmother have long, braided hair and beautifully coloured clothing? Why 
does she speak Cree and spend so much time with her family? As she asks 
questions, her grandmother shares her experiences in a residential school, when all 
of these things were taken away. 
  

Shining Star: The 
Anna May Wong 
Story  

Paula Yoo and Lin Wang 
 
 
Author to follow 

Born in 1905, Anna May Wong spent her childhood working in her family's 
laundry in Los Angeles s Chinatown. Whenever she could afford it, Anna May 
slipped off to the movies, escaping to a world of adventure, glamour, and 
excitement. After seeing a movie being filmed in her neighborhood, young Anna 
May was hooked. She decided she would become a movie star!  

From a Whisper to a 
Rallying Cry: The 
Killing of Vincent 
Chin and the Trial 
that Galvanized the 
Asian American 
Movement 
 

Paula Yoo 
 
 
Author to follow 

America in 1982: Japanese car companies are on the rise and believed to be putting 
U.S. autoworkers out of their jobs. Anti–Asian American sentiment simmers, 
especially in Detroit. A bar fight turns fatal, leaving a Chinese American man, 
Vincent Chin, beaten to death at the hands of two white men, autoworker Ronald 
Ebens and his stepson, Michael Nitz. 
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Bessie Stringfield: 
Tales of the 
Talented Tenth #2 

Joel Christian Gill  
 
 
Authors to follow 

Imagine a 5-foot 2 inch tall woman riding a Harley across the continental US. Now 
imagine she is black and riding across the country in the pre-Civil Rights era of the 
1930s and ’40s. That is the amazing true story of Bessie Stringfield, the first black 
woman to be inducted into the American Motorcyclist Association Hall of Fame 
and the Harley Davidson Hall of Fame. She was a pioneer in motorcycling during 
her lifetime; she rode as a civilian courier for the US military and founded the Iron 
Horse Motorcycle Club in Miami.  

Unspeakable: The 
Tulsa Race 
Massacre 

Carole Boston Weatherford 
and Floyd Cooper  
 
 
Authors to follow 

A powerful look at the Tulsa Race Massacre, one of the worst incidents of racial 
violence in our nation's history. The book traces the history of African Americans 
in Tulsa's Greenwood district and chronicles the devastation that occurred in 1921 
when a white mob attacked the Black community. News of what happened was 
largely suppressed, and no official investigation occurred for seventy-five years. 
This picture book sensitively introduces young readers to this tragedy and 
concludes with a call for a better future.  

Pride the Story of 
Harvey Milk and the 
Rainbow Flag 

Rob Sanders and Steven 
Salerno 

“Young readers will trace the life of the Gay Pride Flag, from its beginnings in 
1978 with social activist Harvey Milk and designer Gilbert Baker to its spanning of 
the globe and its role in today's world.” 

 

All Thirteen: The 
Incredible Cave 
Rescue of the Thai 
Boys' Soccer Team 
 

Christina Soontornvat 12 young players and their coach enter a cave in northern Thailand seeking an 
afternoon’s adventure. But when they turn to leave, rising floodwaters block their 
path out. Before long, news of the missing team spreads, launching a seventeen-day 
rescue operation involving thousands of rescuers from around the globe. Luckily, 
the Wild Boars are a very extraordinary "ordinary" group. The book masterfully 
shows how both the complex engineering operation above ground and the mental 
struggles of the 13 young people below proved critical in the life-or-death mission. 

 


